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30th July 2026 

PRESS RELEASE No. 06 

Flambeau D’Or – 19 September 2026, Venice 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
As announced in Circular 17-26, the Flambeau D’Or award ceremony will take place on the 
morning of 19 September, as part of the events celebrating the 75th anniversary of the founding 
of the Panathlon Club Venezia and Panathlon International, at the Scuola Grande di San Giovanni 
Evangelista – a setting of particular symbolic significance for our Movement, which history began 
right here in Venice. 
 
The Flambeau d’Or is one of Panathlon International’s most prestigious awards and is presented 
to individuals who, through their example, commitment and actions, have made a significant 
contribution to promoting the ethical, cultural and educational values of sport at an international 
level. 
 
I am therefore delighted to inform you that the International Board has decided to award 
the latest edition of the Flambeau d’Or to two athletes who exemplify Panathlon’s values, 
distinguishing themselves not only for their extraordinary sporting achievements but also for their 
human qualities – a combination as valuable as it is rare: Bashir Abdi and Francesca Porcellato, 
whose brief biographies can be found on the following page.  
 
This event is of particular significance, as it represents a genuine celebration of Panathlon’s 
principles.  
 
The collaboration between the Panathlon Club Venezia – to whom I extend my heartfelt thanks – 
and Panathlon International is a tangible demonstration of our shared commitment to 
commemorating and celebrating what has been achieved over these 75 years of history, whilst 
looking to the future with confidence. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
    Giorgio Chinellato 

                            International President 
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  Bashir Abdi 
 

Belgian long-distance runner, born in 
Mogadishu, Somalia, he lived for five years 
as a refugee in Ethiopia before being 
reunited with his mother in Belgium at the 
age of 12. Throughout his career, he has 
achieved some outstanding results, 
including silver in the 10,000 metres at the 
2018 European Championships, bronze in 
the marathon at the Tokyo 2020 
Olympics, bronze at the 2022 World 
Championships in Eugene and silver at the 
2024 Paris Olympics, becoming the first 
Belgian male athlete to win individual 
medals at both the Olympic Games and 
the World Athletics Championships. 
He is also the founder of Sportaround, a 
non-profit organisation based in Ghent 
that promotes social inclusion and youth 
development through sport, with a 
particular focus on children from 
vulnerable backgrounds. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Francesca Porcellato 
 

The ‘flying redhead’, full of enthusiasm, is 
one of the greatest champions in the 
history of world sport, having moved from 
athletics to Nordic skiing and then on to 
cycling, excelling in every discipline. 
“Cycling came into my life during the years 
I was practising cross-country skiing, as a 
form of training during the summer 
months. With Paris 2024, she celebrated 
her 12th appearance at the Paralympic 
Games (in total, nine Summer Games, 
from Seoul 1988 to Tokyo 2020, and 
three Winter Games, from Turin 2006 
through to Vancouver 2010 and Sochi 
2014). Her family and her partner – who 
is also her coach – have been the pillars of 
her life ever since, at the age of eighteen 
months, she was hit by a lorry whilst 
playing outside her home and became 
paraplegic. 
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